Desipramine antagonizes clonidine-induced suppression of dominance in rats: possible involvement of amygdaloid nuclei.
Bilateral microinjections of clonidine into the medial or basal amygdaloid nuclei suppressed the dominance behavior in rats competing for food. Desipramine given in five repeated daily doses antagonized clonidine effect. On the other hand suppression of dominance induced by clonidine given bilaterally into the cortical amygdaloid nucleus was resistant to desipramine treatment. The result suggests that the former nuclei are important target areas for clonidine-desipramine interaction at social interaction behavioral level.